In an attempt to answer these questions, shoulder arthrograms were performed on a series of patients who had had operative repair of a torn rotator cuff. The findings were then correlated with the clinical result. The details of all 20 patients are given in Table  I.  Table  II 
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Twenty
RESULTS
In only two of the 20 shoulder arthrograms was the rotator cuff radiographically intact, as shown by the absence of any leak from the shoulder into the subacromial bursa.
In the remaining I 8 shoulders, contrast medium passed into the bursa indicating a defect in the rotator cuff. The estimated size of the defect was small in eight,
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